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Update Feb 22; Mar 24; May 25; June 16; June 22, Dec 20: all 2003, July 17, 2004.

This section deals with the combination of two activities: Amateur Radio and
Backpacking/M ountaineering. It isastrictly personal history of some of the things |
have done and does not deal with the activity of othersin this area.

By thetime | started participating in amateur radio (Novice/1955) | had already done a
little bit of backpacking starting with some casual scouting efforts. Both interests grew
more or less together and it was reasonable that at one point they would merge. Both
activities continue, nearly a half a century after they began, and the combination remains
afavorite. Our first hike with radio gear wasin 1958 with my brother Den. We hiked to
the top of Badger Mountain near our home in Eastern Washington and | took a rucksack
with aportablerig. | had made a sked with K7BFI ahead of time, not knowing if we had
achance of working anyone else. The transmitter ran about a half watt input power to a
34 tube powered by a 90 volt B cell while the receiver was a three transistor
regenerative job (see QST, July, 1957, p36.) There are, unfortunately, no photos of that
effort. (Surewish | had one!) Therig isalso history, but | plan to duplicate it someday.

| do remember vividly just how strong the signals were. | also recall hearing some weak
signals in the background that | would never have heard from home.

WABUVR/6. (1961-1966)

My first ARRL Field Day with my portable gear was in 1963 with WB6AIG. We drove
to what seemed like aremote spot on the crest of the hills above Palo Alto Californiaand
operated my newly constructed 1 watt solid state station. It was great fun, something to
whet my appetite to take the gear into the mountains. The rig was described in QST for
August, 1964. While | remember the strong signals, | also remember the poor dynamic
range of the receiver.

Thefirst time | combined amateur radio with an overnight backpack and climb was Field
Day of 1965. | was joined by Chuck Wilcox, KEDMW, on that hike up the north ridge of
Mt. Danain the Y osemite high country.



Thiswas our camp on Dana's north ridge at about 12,000 ft. The antennawas a
telescoping 12 foot mast that supported an inverted Vee dipole. The experience was
overwhelming. | had never heard 40 meters with such a proliferation of signals, and
virtually no noise. It was also an outstanding camp location, much more exciting that the
comfortable camps "on the lake" experienced on earlier fishing motivated backpacking
trips.

fei 237~ w . Thiswastherig. The crystal
controlled X (Ieft) ran about 3 wattsoutput (as| recall.) The superhet receiver was filled
with Germanium transistors and atwo pole crystal lattice filter. The overall box was 5 x
6 x 13 inches. Inthose days (of crazy youth) we didn't worry as much about station
weight! Three external 6 volt lantern batteries provided power. The hike was a 2000 ft
elevation gain over scree from Tioga Pass.
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&= This isthe north face

of Mt. Dana from near our camp, still 1000 ft to go. The summit is reminiscent of
Colorado rather than the more typical granite spire summits of California's Sierra
Nevada

The next morni ng produced a common dilemma: Do we continue to operate the radio or
do we explore and continue the climb? The answer is presented in the photo, the view
from Dana's summit at just over 13,000 ft.



Again W7ZOl /7.

California was awonderful interlude, but we wanted to get back to the northwest. When
we did, | managed to get my old call back. And | continued to carry the rig up the
mountains. Here's an August 196? climb to the summit of Washington's Mt. Adams.

That's me at the left. One fellow was
holding the antenna mast while another steadied the call pennant in the winds. Note the
RG58 coax blown out in the wind. While the temperature was blistering hot over most of
the Pacific Northwest, we were in the middle of a Lenticular cloud covering the top 1000
ft of the 12,300 ft peak. The box near the photo center is the summit register box. We
thought it was attached to a chunk of wood on the ground. We discovered in later years
that the wood was actually the roof line of an old summit lookout cabin, placing it 10 ft
or so above ground here, buried inice. The rig on Adams was a modified version of that
used on Mt. Dana. It was after thistrip that | began to look seriously at schemes for
lighter, more compact portable equipment.

The late 1960s and early 1970s era included a great deal of experimentation, much of it
related to rigs for the mountains.  Urges to build such things seemed to occur acouple of
times per year. The "spring" motivation was predictable. But | aso seemed to be "hit"
in late fall and early winter when Oregon weather is at itsugliest. Two rigs that came out
of this effort are the larger "Mountaineer” (QST, Aug 72) and a smaller cousin, dubbed
the "Micromountaineer" (QST, Aug 73,) shown below. Both boxes run an output of
about half awatt, alevel that we concluded was about right for an extended trip (batteries
that one can carry) while still offering reasonable performance. Batteries of today (year
1990 and on) will support higher output power.



Both rigs saw considerable use in the mountains. Both also provided technical direction
for further rigsto be built later.

The infatuation continues, although the ham gear remains at home for most of our
mountain travels. The one exception almost every year isthe last weekend in June for
ARRL'sField Day. 1n 1989, son Roger (KA7EXM) and | decided to meet for the event.
By then he was living in the Bay Areain northern California. A location that was close
to half way between us was Oregon's Mt. McLoughlin, a 9500 ft peak just north of the
Californiaborder. We drove and met the day before the contest, hiked part of the way
in, and and camped. We continued to the summit on the following morning. We
operated on Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning, camping on top.



o _"Here's Rog, just after
we reached the top. The peaks on the horizon to the north are around Crater Lake, the
Sisters, and beyond. The view to the south was dominated by Mt. Shasta, 50 miles away.

" Here's me operating operating 40 meter
CW ThIS r|g is adlrect conversion transceiver running about half awatt output.

U Thisstuff bag contained the entire station. The 14 inch
collap%d mast is beside the bag, the same support used on Adams and Dana that
continues to be used for our higher altitude treks. Many thanks again to Chuck,
K6DMW, for that 1965 contribution; it has certainly been used!



Here's Rog sitting on a pile of rocks on the
summit. He was chatting with Jeff, WA7MLH, at thistime. Jeff isan old friend who
was camped on aridge near Oregon's South Sister, about 120 milesto the north. It wasa
rough contact on 2M FM. The whole VHF FM experience was a disappointment, but the
only one for the trip.

Through the 1970s | often did FD with Jeff, WA7MLH. Sometimes we did the tourist
thing, operating for afew hours from a location that was next to the car, athough it
always made us feel guilty. On other trips we went up on the south side of Mt. Hood.
We did a couple of mid 1980s Field Days from Craig Lake, an off trail tarn in the
Jefferson Wilderness of central Oregon.
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are shots of Jeff and some of the rigs. We are looking across the lake to Three-Fingered
Jack.



Field Day is always fun, but amateur radio in the back country is certainly not restricted
to that one weekend. Indeed, the best radio trips I've done have been in winter. The
earliest of these was a snowshoe trip to Mt. Rainier's Van Trump Park in January of 1970
with Dick Bingham, W7WKR. (I'm looking for photos from that wonderful trip!)
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i Her€e's a photo looking into the entrance of an
abbreviated snow cave that | dug on amid 1980s solo trip. The transceiver is sitting on
"the roof," right after keeping a sked with WA7MLH. It was akick to work Jeff from the
field after | had worked him often with me at home and him in the hills. The mountains
are a special place in wintertime with an intense quiet that becomes hard to imagine after
the busy, crowded world we normally enjoy. The radio environment is also quiet: The
static of home is gone, leaving the bands nearly noiseless, with only hints of thunder
storms thousands of miles distant.

The contacts are adso fun. Imagine an early dinner, followed by retirement to the warmth
of adown slegping bag with the transceiver and batteries pulled inside where the wonder
of it al is described in the language of CW to the folks who are ill at home.

Much of our interest has moved to VHF in recent years, generally confined to CW and
SSB. Here'saview of aportable QTH for the ARRL VHF SS in January of 1998.



Thisis Roger

(KA7EXM) working folksin Portland on 144 MHz CW and SSB..

The antennais a 3 element Y agi of the WA5V JB type.

Here's a summer shot from 1998.



