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This section deals with the combination of two activities: Amateur Radio and
Backpacking/Mountaineering. It is a strictly personal history of some of the things I
have done and does not deal with the activity of others in this area.

By the time I started participating in amateur radio (Novice/1955) I had already done a
little bit of backpacking starting with some casual scouting efforts. Both interests grew
more or less together and it was reasonable that at one point they would merge. Both
activities continue, nearly a half a century after they began, and the combination remains
a favorite. Our first hike with radio gear was in 1958 with my brother Den. We hiked to
the top of Badger Mountain near our home in Eastern Washington and I took a rucksack
with a portable rig. I had made a sked with K7BFI ahead of time, not knowing if we had
a chance of working anyone else. The transmitter ran about a half watt input power to a
3S4 tube powered by a 90 volt B cell while the receiver was a three transistor
regenerative job (see QST, July, 1957, p36.) There are, unfortunately, no photos of that
effort. (Sure wish I had one!) The rig is also history, but I plan to duplicate it someday.
I do remember vividly just how strong the signals were. I also recall hearing some weak

signals in the background that I would never have heard from home.

WA6UVR/6. (1961-1966)

My first ARRL Field Day with my portable gear was in 1963 with WB6AIG. We drove
to what seemed like a remote spot on the crest of the hills above Palo Alto California and
operated my newly constructed 1 watt solid state station. It was great fun, something to
whet my appetite to take the gear into the mountains. The rig was described in QST for
August, 1964. While I remember the strong signals, I also remember the poor dynamic
range of the receiver.

The first time I combined amateur radio with an overnight backpack and climb was Field
Day of 1965. I was joined by Chuck Wilcox, K6DMW, on that hike up the north ridge of
Mt. Dana in the Yosemite high country.



This was our camp on Dana's north ridge at about 12,000 ft. The antenna was a
telescoping 12 foot mast that supported an inverted Vee dipole. The experience was
overwhelming. I had never heard 40 meters with such a proliferation of signals, and
virtually no noise. It was also an outstanding camp location, much more exciting that the
comfortable camps "on the lake" experienced on earlier fishing motivated backpacking
trips.

This was the rig. The crystal
controlled TX (left) ran about 3 watts output (as I recall.) The superhet receiver was filled
with Germanium transistors and a two pole crystal lattice filter. The overall box was 5 x
6 x 13 inches. In those days (of crazy youth) we didn't worry as much about station
weight! Three external 6 volt lantern batteries provided power. The hike was a 2000 ft
elevation gain over scree from Tioga Pass.


