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This was a trip that we have wanted to make for years, and finally got around to
it in 2006. We were joined by our friends Jon and Mary Lacey. Mary and
Shon have been friends since they were in Jr. High School; we won't go into
exact dates. We flew to Anchorage on May 25th and then proceeded to large
motel complexes owned by the Cruise Ship Line. We spent two nights on the
east side of Mt. McKinley in Denali State Park at McKinley Princess Lodge,
and then one night just outside of Denali National Park at Denali Princess
Lodge. I wish that it had been the other way around, but it didn't make a lot of
difference. After a brief visit to the State and National Parks, we took a train
to Whittier, south east of Anchorage where we boarded our cruise ship, the
Coral Princess. We were on board the ship for a week, making our way east
and south to Vancouver, B.C., followed by a short flight home to the Portland
area on June 5th. The cruise provided non-landing visits to College Fjord and
Glacier Bay National Park, and land visits to Skagway, Juneau, and Ketchikan.

Here are a few photos that I have pulled from those that Shon and I took.

This shot shows some of the peaks seen on a casual hike I took in Denali State
Park. The peaks in the foreground are within the state park. Mt. McKinley
and other peaks in the Alaska Range lurk in the clouds behind the foreground
spires. Incidentally, don't be confused by the term "State Park." While that is
usually just a place to picnic and car-camp here in the "lower 48," Denali State
Park is about the size of the state of Rhode Island. Denali National Park and
Preserve is even larger at about the size of Massachusetts.



This is one of the better views of Mt. McKinley, 20,320 ft, that we got. We
were very fortunate, for only about a third of the folks who do a short tour of
Alaska see the mountain at all. This view is from the deck on the side of
McKinley Princess Lodge, the resort where we spent two days. Comparison of
the two photos shows that the high peak hiding in the mist in the photo above is
still lower than "The High One." The smaller background peak is Mt. Foraker
at 17,400.

This is a "telephoto" view of Mt. McKinley. The lenticular clouds appeared to
cover the summit, only to vanish a few minutes later.



A Caribou, one of a group of three. We saw a lot of wildlife on our brief bus
tour of Denali National Park, but most of it was from quite a distance. We put
our small binoculars and a monocular to good use. The bus driver had a
spotting scope on a tripod that was very effective with Dall sheep on ridges
above us. We missed seeing a brown (Grizzly) bear on this sojourn, but saw
numerous black bear from the train between Denali and Whittier. We saw a
couple of moose. Bald Eagles were everywhere, it seems, throughout South
East Alaska.



This is the view that greeted us at 7 AM on our first day on the cruise ship. A
glacier flows directly into the ocean in College Fjord.



Another glacier entering College Fjord.



Part of the Margerie Glacier in Glacier Bay National Park with the Fairweather
Range in the background.


